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The sense I am in, how low I am fallen in your Honour's
thoughts, has denied me assurance enough to beg this
favour, till I find it impossible to avoid; and I entreat
your Honour to understand, that no person is admitted to
a living here, without some knowledge of his abilities for
It, which it being reckoned impossible to judge in those
who are not ordained, the usual method is to admit men
first to some small reader's place till by preaching upon
occasions, they can value themselves for better preferment.
This (without great friends) is so general, that if I were
fourscore years old I must go the same way, and should at
that age be told, every one must have a beginning. I en-
treat that your Honour will consider this, and will please
to send me some certificate of my behaviour during almost
three years in your family; wherein I shall stand in need
of all your goodness to excuse my many weaknesses and
follies and oversights, much more to say any thing to my
advantage. The particulars expected of me are what relate
to morals and learning, and the reasons of quitting your
Honour's family, that is, whether the last was occasioned by
any ill actions. They are all entirely left to your Honour's
mercy, though in the first I think I cannot reproach myself
any farther than for infirmities.1

This is all I dare beg at present from your Honour, under
circumstances of life not worth your regard. What is left
me to wish, next to the health and felicity of your Honour
and family, is, that Heaven would one day allow me the
opportunity to leave my acknowledgments at your foot for
so many favours I have received, which, whatever effect
they have had upon rny fortune, shall never fail to have the
greatest upon my mind, in approving myself, upon all
occasions,

Your Honour's most obedient and most dutiful servant

J. SWIFT.

I beg my most humble duty and service be presented

1 This letter was endorsed by one of Temple's relations, " Swift's
penitential letter,3' and from its contents it has been assumed that
Temple kept Swift in a state of servitude. It must not be forgotten
that Temple was pompous and stately; Swift sensitive and passionate.
<6A single letter of depreciation from a young man to an offended
patron during- a quarrel surely does not prove that their relations at
other times were those of tyrant and slave." ("The North British
Review," li, 388.)I ever be concerned in bringing unworthy men into
